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KENNEDY ROYAL COMMISSION - SEARCH WARRANTS 

920. Hon GIZ WATSON to the parliamentary secretary representing the Attorney General: 

I refer to the findings of the Kennedy Royal Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal 
Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers that dealt with search warrants. 
(1) Is the Attorney General aware of the identity of any justices of the peace or police officers involved in - 

(a) forging search warrants; 
(b) obtaining search warrants on the basis of false or misleading information; and 
(c) providing blank warrants already signed by a JP? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 
(3) If yes to (1), have any of these JPs or police officers been removed from office or reprimanded, and will 

the Attorney General please give details? 
(4) If no to (3), why not? 
(5) Can the Attorney General assure the house that the matters referred to with regard to JPs, police officers 

and applications for search warrants are no longer occurring? 
(6) If yes to (5), on what basis is this assurance given? 
Hon KATE DOUST replied: 
On behalf of the parliamentary secretary representing the Attorney General, I thank the member for some notice 
of this question. 
(1) No.  My answer relates to justices of the peace only. 
(2) To date, I am not aware that any justice of the peace has been involved in the corrupt or criminal 

conduct as specified in question (1)(a)-(c). 
(3)-(4) Not applicable. 
(5) Yes. 
(6) Justices of the peace are aware of their obligations in authorising the issue of search warrants.  Any 

allegations of corrupt and criminal behaviour by justices of the peace will be dealt with swiftly by 
referral to the public sector investigations unit and, if appropriate, the JP will be removed from office. 

 


